Unit 11: Viruses and Bacteria
KEY UNDERSTANDING: 
· Viruses are not living although viruses utilize and may ultimately destroy living organisms to reproduce their viral genetic material.
· Bacteria are the simplest organisms on Earth yet carry out all essential functions of a life form.  Bacteria play very important roles in maintaining and disrupting the health of both organisms and ecosystems.
· Protists  are extremely varied and  play a role in maintaining and disrupting the health of both organisms and ecosystems.
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
· What is the structure of a virus, and how do viruses compare to cells?

· How do viruses replicate?

· What is the effect of viruses on humans?
· How do bacteria reproduce?
· How are bacteria beneficial? 
· How are bacteria harmful? 
· What are the characteristics of various protists?
·  How do protists help maintain the health of organisms and ecosystems?
·  How do protists disrupt the health of organisms and ecosystems?
Reading Assignment:
Chapters 19 and 20
