Unit 2: Ecology
KEY UNDERSTANDING: 
· Ecosystems have been shaped by geography, climate, and evolution to support a characteristic group of organisms that interact with one another.
· Matter and energy in organisms pass through food webs.  At each trophic level in a food web, energy is used and lost to the environment.
· Energy from the Sun provides energy to fuel cycles in most ecosystems.
· Matter is recycled through systems and various cycles, such as the carbon and nitrogen cycles
· Environmental change can impact ecosystem stability.
· Events and processes occurring during in succession can eventually lead to a new, stable ecosystem.
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
· What are the different biomes of the world?

· What are the abiotic and biotic factors of individual biomes of the world?

· What are the symbiotic relationships between organisms in an ecosystem?

· What happens to energy as it is passed from producers to consumers?
· Which types of organisms receive their energy directly from the sun?

· Where does all energy in an ecosystem ultimately come from?

· How do chemicals cycle through ecosystems?
· What are natural ways in which an ecosystem’s stability might be disrupted? 

· What are human influenced ways in which an ecosystem’s stability might be disrupted?
	· What is the sequence of events that occurs during primary and secondary succession?

· What are the differences between primary and secondary succession?



	

	 


