BIOCHEMISTRY
KEY UNDERSTANDING: 
· Organic compounds are biomolecules made and used by living organisms. 
· The structure of the biomolecule gives rise to their function.
· Enzymes are an example of an organic compound; they speed up reaction rates and are critical to metabolic processes within living organisms.

· Enzymes function best within a certain temperature range, salt concentration, and pH.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:
—   What are the major biomolecules made and used by living organisms?
—   What is the structure of carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, and nucleic acids?
—   What is the function of carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, and nucleic acids?

—   How do enzymes speed up reaction rates?
—   What enzymes are crucial to the human body?

—   How can you determine the correct temperature range, salt concentration, and pH for a specific enzyme?
—   What happens to an enzyme that is exposed to undesirable conditions such as extreme temperature, salinity or pH?

